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”Sinoo  Hitler  Gonnany  has  boun  dofoatod  and  has  surrondcrod  Japan 
has  boocmQ  tho  only  big  power  continuing  to  wage  war.  Sho  rcjeotod  the 
demand  as  of  July  26  of  this  year  by  tho  throo  countries  of  tho  United 
States,  Britain  anti  Ch'.na  in  regard  to  tho  unconditional  surrender  of 
tho  Jopaneau  I'-rot'S,  consoiiuently  tho  proposal  by  tho  Japoneso  Govern¬ 
ment,  for  Russian  mediation  in  regard  to  tho  Far  Eastern  Wor  has  bocorae 
without  basis.  In  view  of  Japon's  refusal  of  surrender,  the  allied  powers 
proposed  to  the  Soviet  Government  thot  she  should  participate  in  the  war 
ggainst  Japan's  aggression,  in  order  to  hosten  tho  toruination  of  tho  war 
and  lesson  the  number  of  its  victixas, thereby  contributing  to  the  speedy 
TOStoration  of  general  peace.  In  obedience  to  her  duties  to  the  allied 
powers,  the  Soviet  Govornment  accepted  tho  proposal  and  paz^icipated  in  tho 
iillied  Docloration  as  ot  July  26  of  this  year.  Tlio  Soviet  Government  con- 

I 

aiders  this  policy  as  the  only  measure  to  preraoto  tho  ostoblishment  of 
peace  and  to  save  every  nation  from  further  sacrifico  and  distress,  as 
well  os  to  enable  the  Japanese  people  to  avoid  such  danger  and  dostruction 
as  Germany  had  to  endure  after  she  had  rejected  the  do.naad  for  uncondi¬ 
tional  surrender.  Ftobl  such  a  point  of  view,  tho  Soviot  Government  declares 
that  sho  will  be  at  war  with  Japan  from  tomorrow  namely  iJugust  9."  When 
he  finished  reading  the  declaration,  Cconissionor  Molotov  added  that 
ambassador  Marick  as  we  11  would  coununicato  tho  declaration  to  tho  Japoneso 
I  Oovornaont  in  Tokyo. 

iiccordlngly  1  exprtossed  q/  regret  ot  tho  decision  made  by  tho  Soviet 
Govornment,  pointing .ou'.t  that  it  was  inoomprohenalble  to  open  hostilities 
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against  Japan  on  tho  pretext  of  z>olicvltt{j  tho  Japanoso  pooplo  of  seori- 
fioo  and  distress.  Thon  I  wautod  to  noko  a  fow  Questions,  though  I  do- 
sirod  no  ropoatod  discussions,  boenuso  it  was  nocossnry  to  clarify  tho 
purport  of  tho  docloratiou  before  it  ^tts  cax.unicatod  to  tho  Japanoso 
govornioont.  V/hon  I  asked  liirti  if  ho  t3vunt  fey  going  to  war  with  Japan  on 
ikUgust  9.  tliat  Russia  \,as  ct  poaco  v/itu  us  on  iJigust  8.  but  v/ould  bo  at 
war  on  ^ugust  9.  Coaaissicner  Molotov  thon  \/antod  e»  to  understand,  not 
partially  but  fully,  the  declaration  of  tho  goviet  Governnont,  and  ans- 
worod  in  the  affirmative  as  to  tho  thao  whon  she  would  go  to  war.  Next, 
when  I  asked  hiu  how  I  could  cooiaunicato  tho  declaration  to  the  Japanese 
Govornoont.  ho  answered  ti'.at  there  was  no  objoction  to  aiy  sending  tele- 
grans  to  Tokyo  or  using  codo  in  order  to  cotxiunicato  tho  abovo-.jontijnod 
doolaration  and  tho  details  of  the  intorviow.  Thus  tho  conversation  came 
to  an  end,  and  when  I  took  leave  of  hin,  I  expressed  lijy  regret  for  tho 
oocKonoonont  of  hootilitios,  and  at  tlio  saijo  tino,  qy  gratitude  for  tho 
kind  troatnoat  received  of  tho  Russian  G:;vornraont  during  qy  tom  of  office 
amounting  to  throe  years.  Coctiiss loner  Molotov  thanked  no  for  my  state- 
no  nt,  adding  that  I  should  never  bo  insulted,  oven  though  Russia  on  tho 
ooixnancenont  of  hostilities  took  actions  based  on  international  law. 

3»  In  accordance  vfith  the  stateuiint  of  Cuxiissionor  Molotov  in  tho  above- 

* 

mentioned  conversation,  1  handed  tho  following  telegrams  to  the  Russian 
authorities  at  nine  p.  m.  on  ^gust  8,  roquestins  them  (Tho  staff  of  tho 
embassy  wore  forbidden  to  go  out  of  the  oubasay,  and  so  wore  unable  to 
send  telegrams  theLisolvos).  The  Soviet  Govcrntiont  promised  to  send  thorn 
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Ijjcidietoly  (on  lv  return  I  found  they  had  not  arrived) 

a)  k  tolograia  reportin^j  tho  reception  5f  the  proclaLKticn  of  war  fraa 

Cixiaissioner  laolotovi  end  roquaeting  e  prcupt  decision  on  a  country  to  rc». 
present  Japanese  intorosi^Si  ' 

b)  The  ./hole  text  of  tho  procljLuati  .»n. 

0)  h  tolegraa  frou  Socrutuiy  i.LTf:i»DATR«  to  Chief  of  the  fblitioal 
t>octlon  TiuffiUOiil,  zieporting  that  all  tho  stuff  ivore  in  safety  end  had 
already  disposed  of  all  Business  affairo. 

d)  A  telegroa  froa  Telographio  Officer  h’adUa*  to  Chief  of  tht»JMd^P»fibi(^ 
Section  CHE,  reporting  that' all' the  telegraphic  affairs  had  bean  disposed  J 
of;  ■ 

I  report  the- above*  ' 
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of  Source  end  Authenticity 

I,  Htyaehl  Kaoru,  Chief  of  the  Archives  Sect! 

Porelffn  u  Soctlon,  Japanese 

I'orelgn  Office,  hereby  certify  that  th.  a 

T  -  iiy  that  the  document  hereto  attached 

In  Japanese  consisting  of  five  pages  and  ent.ti  a  a 

a^tr.  Number  from  4mb  a  a  "Official  Note, 

Porel  «.  ,  Sato-  rationed  from  Moscon  to 

foreign  minister  Voshlda,  dated  15  June  loW»  Is  an  exact  and 

rue  copy  of  an  official  document  of  the  Japanese  Foreign  Office. 

Certified  at  Tokyo, 

on  this  7th  day  of  May,  191^.7 


m,.  Hayaahl  Kaoru 

Witness!  Urabe  Katriuma 

CEK‘iT  VT ,  > 

Md.  Clar^'G  itT  i-h«  nra-r 

lertii'j,  taut  the  fore,  oin^  trtnei  1  ^011  anjo  branch,  hereby 

tlflcate  Is,  to  the  Se“®of  "  iiov^"  ‘he  U/e  Zr- 

trcnsletion  cud  is  an  near  as  jossibi^  ^  a  correct 

locuaent.  i->03bioi«  to  one  iaociuint;  of  the  or! -Inal 

/i>/  Id  ,  Cltiri-jo 


I’okyo ,  j Qpon 

l'?:th  itiraV  1947 
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